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Autism/Asperger’s 

• Probably present from birth but more obvious when speech emerges (or doesn’t or is 

lost)  

• Wide variety of presentations from people with no speech to others with complex 

speech but usually involves routines, rituals, sensitivities (to light, touch, sound, 

taste), a need for order, detail over ‘big picture’ 

• Autism v Asperger’s – same disorder but people with autism have no interest in 

relationships, those with Asperger’s do but struggle to understand them.  

• Empathy is lacking or impaired but differs from psychopathy by lack of insight by 

which to manipulate the feelings of others 

• Often seen as ‘geeky’, interested in single topics, patterns, rather than social signals 

• Savants are people with very specific exceptional skills that stand out from their other 

capabilities 

• Affects more men than women but this might be due to under-diagnosis in women 

who express ASD differently 

 

Whitney Bradley: My Poverty, Like My Asperger's, Is Not a Myth 

Talking about why he’s had so many jobs 
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